Statement of the Director

Out of all the jobs out there, I can’t think of one better than touring Texas, eating BBQ and meeting some of the most fascinating people on the planet.  “Barbecue: A Texas Love Story” was born out of a desire to show the unending passion of Texans to the rest of the world.  As ‘Everclear’ front-man Art Alexakis puts it in the film, “Texas has its own culture.”

Texas truly stands as one of the last frontiers.  Even with its Silicon Hills and growing metropolises, the state and its people retain an amazing sense of collective identity in a multi-racial population.  Texans recognize and celebrate their varying ethnic traditions but also cherish the group phenomenon of simply being Texan.  Talking to Dan Rather helped us realize how much we continue to tie ourselves to the land and space around us and just how much friendliness and humor are as common as a handshake.   

Barbecue brings all of these great characteristics together in a single, shared space.  Every time we step into a BBQ joint, we step back in time.  The laws of physics change and things move slower.  The cooking doesn’t stop with the meat; it goes straight through to your clothes and hair.  You always wear your favorite BBQ for at least two more shampoo attempts.  In the end, Texans wouldn’t have it any other way.  Pride and community are forever present, and people feel comfortable.  

When people feel comfortable, you never know what you’ll get, like Lockhart resident Harold Royce Voight who eats BBQ daily and relates ‘all’ of his life’s philosophies to it, “You can go to the right, or you can go to the left,” as he skims his finger around a bowl, “but you always wind up at the barbecue.”  President Johnson knew the power of BBQ very well, using his ranch as the staging ground for his foreign policy.  He would take heads of state there when something needed to get accomplished.  It would look like something straight out of a Western, but it would work.

That’s just the thing, Texans have never given thought to how they look or sound.  That’s why what you get is so unique and entertaining.  We were thoroughly entertained (and impressed) for over 3,350 miles across the Lone Star State.  We give you a taste of the journey of our lives in 46 minutes.  You’ll want to go back for seconds, I promise.
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